
Soaring With 
Reciprocal 
Teaching 

Springfield Local Schools 
November 4, 2014 



Workshop Goals: 

•  Participants will receive many new lessons for whole 
class, content area reading, and guided reading. 

 
•  Participants will learn how to use tools to 

differentiate instruction for struggling readers. 
 
•  Participants will learn how to provide scaffolding of 

comprehension and deepen students’ understanding of 
text.  



What is Reciprocal Teaching? 

•  Reciprocal Teaching is a highly effective, research-
based instructional practice using four strategies:  
predicting, questioning, clarifying, and summarizing.  

 
•  Once students have learned the strategies, they take 

turns assuming the role of teacher in leading a 
dialogue about what has been read. 

•  This is an example of the Gradual Release of 
Responsibility (teacher centered vs. student centered). 



Why Reciprocal Teaching? 

• works with a wide range of student from 
kindergarten through beginning college. 

 
• works with expository and narrative text. 
 
•  may be used across ALL content areas. 



Multiple Strategy Approach 

•  To maximize achievement, you must use 
Reciprocal Teaching (4 strategies) at least 2x’s 
per week with text. 



Visible Learning (Hattie, 2009)  

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Effect Size 



4 Essential Foundations 
•  Scaffolding 

Ø  Modeling, guided practice, visual and other supports (gestures, 
posters, strategy starters) 

•  Think-Alouds 
Ø  The think-aloud strategy asks students to say out loud what they 

are thinking about when reading, solving math problems, or simply 
responding to questions posed by teachers or other students.  
Effective teachers think out loud on a regular basis to model this 
process for students. 

•  Metacognition 
Ø  When students learn to consciously think about and reflect on 

their strategy use. 

•  Cooperative Learning 
Ø  Because reciprocal teaching is intended to be a discussion 

technique, cooperative learning is integral to it.   
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FAB FOUR STRATEGIES: 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Predicting Clarifying 

Summarizing 



Introducing & Reinforcing 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Mentor Texts 



PREDICTING 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Predict: 
•  Looks at the cover/illustration for clues. 
•  Gives predictions that make sense. 

Thinking Stems: 
• I predict...because... 
• I think...will happen because... 
• I think I will learn...because... 
 



PREDICTING 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Mentor Texts 
 



QUESTIONING 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Question: 
• Asks questions before, during, and after 
reading. 
• Asks questions that can be answered in the 
text and those that are inferential.  

 
Thinking Stems: 

•  Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?  How? 
•  I wonder... 



QUESTIONING 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Mentor Texts 



CLARIFYING 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Clarify: 
• Clarifies words and ideas that she doesn’t 
understand. 
• Looks for word parts she knows. 
• Rereads. 

Thinking Stems: 
•  I don’t understand..., so I... 
•  A word that I don’t understand is..., so I..., 

to figure it out. 



CLARIFYING 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Mentor Texts 



SUMMARIZING 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Summarize: 
• Selects important points only. 
• Tells the summary in order. 
• Leaves out details. 
 

Thinking Stems: 
•  This was about... 
•  First...Next...Then...Finally... 



SUMMARIZING 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

Mentor Texts 



Fab Four Video 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5XocqPJKWg 
 
 



Fab Four Puppets 
 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

 
u Paula the Predictor 
u Quincy the Questioner 
u Clara the Clarifier 
u Sammy the Summarizer 



Introducing the FAB 4 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

 
u Modeling during fiction or nonfiction and poetry 

u Using characters, props, or icons as metaphors to represent each 

strategy 

u Supplying mentor texts that support each of the  strategies 

u Select one text per strategy and use high-interest materials for 

your grade level 

u Gesturing for each of the strategies to provide students with a 

kinesthetic hook that cues each of the strategies and their uses 



Gestures & Props 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

 
u Predict (crystal ball) 

•  whisper (skim/scan)  

•  I think I will learn...because... 



Gestures & Props  

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

 
u Questioning (microphone) 

•  Are you smarter than a 2nd grader? 



Gestures & Props  

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

 
u Clarifier (magnifying glass) 

•  Karate chops for word parts 
•  Visualize (make a picture in your head) 
•  Reread and read on 



Gestures & Props  

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

 
u Summarizer (cowboy lasso) 

•  “I’m rounding up the main idea.” 
•  Summarize across ten fingers. 
•  First, Next, Then, Finally  



Prediction Minilesson 

 
•  Roll Your Prediction! (page 84) 
 

I think I will learn...because...                               Next, I think...because I know... 

Maybe...because...                                       &                     I’ll bet...because... 
 
 
 
 
I think...will happen because... 



Clarifying Minilesson  
•  Pause and Clarify It! (page 87) 

•  Select a text to model.  Ask students to follow along as 
you model the following ways to clarify.  You can do all of 
these in the course of one lesson or separate them out 
into different lessons. 

•  Pause to clarify a word 
•  Pause to clarify a sentence 
•  Pause to clarify a part, paragraph, or chapter 

 
•  After each example, ask students to turn to their partners 

or table groups to find new examples.  Encourage 
students to use the frame, “I didn’t get...so I...” 



Questioning Minilesson  
•  Pop the Question (page 85) 

•  Select a text to model one of the types of questioning 
with any of the following: 

•  Wonders ‒ I wonder... 
•  Quiz Questions ‒ who, what, when, where, why, how 
•  Thinking Questions ‒ Why do you think?  How did you...?  

•  Students take turns role-playing as characters from the 
text and use microphones to ask the characters questions.  
They work in groups or pairs to create interview 
questions.   

•  Students should record their questions on a Four Door 
Chart. 



Summarizing Minilesson 

•  A Clear Summary (page 89) 
•  Choose a text that is familiar to the class.  Ask the class to name 

the steps involved in writing a clear, concise summary.  Try 
limiting the number of words for the summary.  For example, have 
students write a 25-word summary.   

•  Then have your students work in pairs or groups to create 
summaries of the text (chart paper) that they have read. Ask the 
pairs or groups to share their summaries to the entire class.   

•  Ask your students to reflect on what makes a good summary for 
fiction and for nonfiction.  How are they similar or different? 



Name That Strategy 
(page 113) 

If you want students to really internalize the FAB FOUR and use the strategies when 
they read on their own, then you need this lesson. 

 
•  Explain to students that they are going to play a guessing game using all four reciprocal teaching 

strategies ‒ predicting, questioning, clarifying, and summarizing. 

•  Read a portion of the text and pause to ask students to think about which strategy the FAB FOUR 
will need to help you continue.   

•  Examples: 
•  Predict:  I want to see what will happen next. 
•  Question:  Now I am wondering... 
•  Clarify:  The confusing part was... 
•  Summarize:  So far this is about... 

•  Throughout the lesson, students should first turn to partners to guess which strategy is needed 
before they participate in a whole-group discussion. 

•  Have students make up riddles or “Which strategy do I need?” examples form the text for the 
class.   



Pass the Mat 
 (pages 119-122) 

You will need copies of the FAB FOUR Mat (page 123)  
or create larger mats on poster-sized or construction paper 

 
•  Explain to students that the lesson objective is for them to practice using all 

four reciprocal teaching strategies (predicting, questioning, clarifying, and 
summarizing). 

•  Model reciprocal teaching strategies for your students after reading aloud a 
portion of the chosen text.  As you talk through one of the strategies and find 
a specific example, write your response on the mat.   

•  Alternate the modeling of each strategy as you think aloud and write, 
followed by students’ writing on their mats and sharing with their table 
groups.   

 
**Look for variations of this lesson on page 120 



Assessment Tips 

 •  Are your students’ predictions based on clues from the 
text or its illustrations? 

•  Are your students’ questions literal or inferential, and 
are they based on the text? 

•  Are your students able to identify troublesome words 
and at least two strategies for deciphering them?   

•  Are your students’ summaries succinct, including only 
the important points in the proper order?  Do your 
students use language from the text in their 
summaries?    



Reading Materials 

 Reading Material Reciprocal 
Teaching Tips 

Teacher  
Modeling 

Student 
Participation 

Novels/chapter books  
(fiction or nonfiction) 

-Whole Class 
-Small Group 
-They may not have visual 
supports 

-Model skimming and scanning 
to predict 
-Review clarify, question, and 
summarize 

-Groups or pairs use the 
strategies after each chapter 
-Mark text with sticky notes 
during reading to show 
strategy use 

Picture Books -Use for modeling and 
introducing or reinforcing the 
strategies  

-Model during a read-aloud 
pausing several times to run 
through all four strategies 
-Use as a mentor text; may 
focus on one particular 
strategy 

-Students work in teams after 
the teacher models using the 
bookmark 

Content Area Textbooks -Use natural breaks (headings) 
-Use the text features, such as 
maps, charts, graphs, and 
captions 

-Model with one heading or 
portion of text 
-Model strategies for clarifying 
difficult words and rereading 
for concepts 

-Pairs or groups work in teams 
using the FAB FOUR 
bookmark 
-Assign one strategy to each 
table to share with the class 

Basal or anthology -Use illustrations and other text 
features to reinforce reciprocal 
teaching 

-Model during whole-class or 
small-group lessons 
-Run through all four 
strategies, but select a focus 
strategy of the day to model 
thoroughly 

-Pairs or table groups work in 
teams to discuss portions of 
text 
-During reading, students may 
use sticky notes to mark 
strategy use in text 



Reading Materials (continued) 

 
Reading Material Reciprocal 

Teaching Tips 
Teacher  
Modeling 

Student 
Participation 

Big Books -All students can see the text -Model using props and 
characters 
-Model after every page or 
two-page spread 

-Students use gestures with 
partners 
-Turn and talk to partners 
throughout the lesson 

Leveled or Decodable books 
(fiction or nonfiction) 

-Use in small-group instruction 
-Use illustrations and text 
features 

-Model all four strategies at the 
beginning of the lesson 
-Emphasize a strategy with 
which students have trouble 

-Students read silently and 
mark with sticky notes the 
tricky words and places to ask 
questions 
-Partners read and discuss 
FAB FOUR 



Close Reading With the FAB 4 

v originally designed (by Palincsar and 
Brown) for junior high students in 
remedial reading classes. 
v shown to work with a range of 
students from kindergarten through 
beginning college. 
v that works with expository and 
narrative text. 
v a strategy that may be used across 
ALL content areas. 
v that is focused on metacognitive 
learning. 

 
u Skim & PREDICT (purpose, text structure) 
•  Why did the author write this? 
•  What is the book about? 
•  How is it organized? 
u  Students read with a pencil to CLARIFY 
u  Teacher reads text straight through for fluency 
u  Text dependent QUESTIONS 
u  SUMMARIZE in teams 



Introduce to Students 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsfzZKMickI 
 



Reciprocal Teaching Tools 

Puppets: 
Paula the Predictor, Clara Clarifier, 

Quincy the Game Show Host, and 
Cowboy Sammy Summarizer  

Four Door Chart 

Songs Spinner 



Resources 

 
Read Works: www.readworks.com 
Website with reading passages and comprehension units 
aligned to Common Core Standards 
 
Reciprocal Teaching Videos: 
http://www.lorioczkus.com/reciprocal-teaching-at-work-videos.php 

Lori Oczkus modeling Reciprocal Teaching strategies 
   

 



Books & Study Guide 



EXIT Ticket 

  What are 3 good points? 
 

  What are 2 things that squared  
        with your thinking? 

 
  What is 1 question circling your  
        head? 


